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State and non-state agriculture advisory services in Tajikistan: the environment of small-scale farmers for innovation and growth. 
Agricultural production in the Republic of Tajikistan is still characterized by collective farming structures that overbalance (number of farmers employed, hectare, political influence) the smaller individual private farms. However, despite the various accesses to land and different farming structures, farmers carry out their business as individual entrepreneurs. This private entrepreneurship goes together with an increasing need for information and specialized agricultural advisory services. There are several state and non-state agriculture advisory services in Tajikistan currently in place. However, ongoing reform efforts from the Ministry of Agriculture, national and international organizations seek to further strengthen the services offered to Tajik farmers. In April this year the government agreed on further agricultural reform to be carried out in 2011. 
The proposed conference contribution will outline the main agriculture advisory services (extension) currently operating in Tajikistan. Furthermore it demonstrates how  the advice on the ground encounters such a multitude of obstacles that subsequently farmers are discouraged from  innovation and growth. The present conference presentation is based on field research in the Zerafshan valley sub region of Tajikistan in 2011. 
Generally, hindrances to farming in Tajikistan are linked to the pervasive influence of state, devolved regional together with local government administration into agricultural activities. There is firstly a lack of natural resources, suitable for farming. Farmers’ agrarian skills and capabilities are often attached to previous soviet style agriculture and tend to be outdated. Educational limitations and lack of contact with other agricultural systems as well as  the long-standing lack of technical equipment inhibit farmers from cultivating any other crops than the long established ones. Major problems derive from very high transaction costs that prevent farmers from accessing regional markets. Adding to the above, farmers do not have sufficient access to financial resources to improve the logistical supply chain individually or to store/preserve surplus seasonal crops. Access to meaningful credit lines is especially difficult for medium income scale farmers. The combination of these challenges leads in some cases to a deadlock situation, preventing agricultural and rural development. 
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