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4 ) Small farmers are possibly both victims of and contributors to the un-sustainability. Thus, through the properly

|ﬂtr0d UCtiOn management of their resources in a sustainable way, farmers can help to prevent this occurrence. Sustainability is an
Important criterion in assessing the performance of existing farm activities and systems (McConnel & Dillon, 1997). In
addition, a good understanding of existing systems is required to recommend proper improved farming systems (Beets,

\_ /
1990).
e S ”9 Indigenous cattle in the Northern Mountainous Region of Vietham (NMR) are often kept in free ranging, part-time grazing
gen e T ang and Cut & carry systems. In Bac Kan, cattle production Is accounted for an important proportion in the total output of
o, g i livestock sub-sector (29%). Developing sustainable cattle production to enhance economic growth and livelihoods for
Lo ThaEmn farmers, especially poor farmers could help local people in uplands to escape from poverty.
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Table 1: Indicator selection Keeping style Grazing without care, Grazing half day with  Cutting feeds for spending on 10252 11.8—1950 275.5b 185.6 - 375.8¢ 270.0 - 0.000
indicators Description no or little feed care, more feed bull, grazing all day || cattle (days) 358.1 °17.5
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economic efficiency are presented in free range system,
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