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Introduction

Overall, the research inquires about agro-pastoralists’ 
local strategies to cope with a changing climate. This 
first phase concentrates on the household level. It aims 
to comprehend local life-worlds of peasant groups in 
Mozambique’s semi-arid. Hence, the following issues are 
looked at:
1. Organization of livelihood activities; 
2. Role of pluriactivity concerning livelihood and long-

term food security; and 
3. Constraints and options resulting from the latter. 

Production of charcoal and 
extraction of wood 

are some of the alternatives sought.
Game complements the diet

Study  Location

Preliminary Results 
Some of Agro-pastoralists' strategies to cope with 
the challenges posed by climatic conditions are: 
cultivation of multiple plots in the low and upper 
lands, exploiting microclimates; domestication of 
wild plants to complement diet; preference to short-
cycle crops, minimizing risks and taking advantage 
of soil humidity; marketing of small livestock. 
In addition, off-farm activities complement the 
household necessities: migration to South Africa, 
work-for-food programe; hunt; production of 
charcoal and extraction of wood. The two latter are 
growing in intensity.

Material and Methods
6-week in-depth field research with smallholders in 2 
villages. (different contexts of market and resources’ availability)
Mixed & low-input systems. 
Collaborative assesment and reflection through tools of 
applied anthropology: 
-Group discussions with Associations of 20 farmers: 07
-Participant Observation
-Narratives: 08
-In-depth interviews: 10
23 hours of digitally sound recordings were 
transcribed, categorized; Daily field diary was kept.

Preliminary Conclusions
The exploitation of wood is expanding as an alternative to 
assure food security. This trend demands the reflection on 
the use of resources as a common property, and on its 
sustainability.
The analysis of aspects of a socially based spatiality reveals 
the influence of values, memories, routines, networks and 
strategies of local realities afflicted by the challenges of a 
changing climate. In this framework, the role of social 
learning and empowerment is to be observed on the next 
phase of the research process.
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Charcoal production & dry meat from hunt
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