PARTICIPARTORY RESEARCH & LAND-USE-MANAGEMENT
N THE ATLANTIC RAINFOREST BIOSPHERE RESERVE

The case of tobacco farmers in Atalanta-Santa Catarina-Brazil
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Orange: Community of Alto Dona Luiza, where APREMAVT 1s located
Brown: Urban Area of the municipality

Red: Communities with most impoverished families

Framed: Researched area and performance of reforestation activities
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METHODOLOGY:

= Land-use management is a transdisciplinary, participatory and iterative process

= Intensive dialogue between all participants (researcher, farmers and members of
APREMAVI) to exchange knowledge and inspiration

= Development of theoretical understanding from systematically gathered and
analyzed qualitative data (Grounded Theory)

= Data collection through informal dialogue, observations and semi-structured
interviews
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SOLUTIONS FOR BEST MANAGEMENT:

SPECIFIC PROBLEMS:

PROMISING RESULTS:

= Land-use change through progressive social transformation is a long-term
process and relies on:

» Facilitation and inspiration from ‘outsiders’

» Empowerment and capacity building of local people (NGOs should invest
in educating young rural people)

= @Grass-roots development and conservation activities need to be fully adjusted
to the working routine of farmers

= Communication skills and information exchange should be improved

= Further empirical research on the socio-economic situations in
rural communities of Atlantic Rainforest is needed
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