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Abstract

Fisheries is an important issue because of severely declining stocks driven by world mar-
ket demands. While worries about unlimited extraction of resources have lead to a number
of measures being tested, most attempts have been unsuccessful. The December 2004 Ts-
unami affected coastal people severely. However, it may provides us a small window of
opportunity to divert attention from going back to fishing if the fisheries are provided with
alternative livelihood options. The objective of this study was to understand whether and
how the perceptions and attitudes toward fishing in coastal areas may have changed since
the tsunami. Five coastal villages in Ranong Province, Thailand were selected because most
of impacted people are fishermen or coastal aquatic resources users. A combination of re-
search tools was applied including RRA, field observation, a semi-structured questionnaire
and key informant interviews; all applied to measure perceptions and attitudes of the local
community. A total of 247 households were contacted, with 494 responses. The analyses
indicate that, the recently Tsunami disaster did not influence changes of community’s per-
ceptions and attitudes, in particular elder fishermen, in terms of going back to fishing. It
was also noted that the majority of fishermen still highly satisfied with their occupation in
the hope that fishery resources still available for them. The satisfactions were confirmed
with the indicators that fishermen would reinvest in fishing once they have opportunity
even their love one or they were severely injured, their fishing facilities were totally de-
stroyed, and their properties were completely damaged by the disaster. The important
reasons for not adopting an alternative occupation for these fisher folks relate to fishing
as their main source of income, their low levels of educations, the high number of years of
experience they have in fishing, and their age. It is difficult to convert them to have alter-
native occupations which are not related to fishery activities. There is a need to provide
alternative sources of income, to relieve dependency on coastal resources or it should have
some of the same characteristics as those considered desirable in fishing.
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