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Introduction

In many developing countries including Cameroon, microfinance
has been growing substantially. Its objectives are to improve the
efficiency outreach and sustainability of formal rural finance
systems often base on development banks. The availability of small
loans and well adapted savings instruments to the poor constitute
key tools in the fight against poverty. According to the study on the
decentralized financial system in Cameroon published in 1997,
Cameroon counted on this date more than 389 institutions of
microfinance, and the number increase over time. The decree
MINFIB/MINAGRI No 0015/036 of January 15, 2002 closed more
than 388 institutions of microfinance, without counting various
voluntary or involuntary closings. Consequently there is a problem
of sustainability and effectiveness of rural microfinance in

Cameroon.
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