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Abstract

The purpose of the paper is to emphasise that water problems are often addressed outsi-
de the water sector. This is especially true for economies that share watersheds that have
insufficient water to meet the needs of an irrigation sector to achieve food security. The
analysis will draw attention to the types of water available - soil water and freshwater
(surface and groundwater) and virtual water and manufactured water. The very important
economically invisible and politically silent processes, which make food and water security
possible, will be discussed. These processes are firstly, the utilisation of the surplus soil
water in the temperate regions to produce staple grains, secondly the movement of these
commodities into water deficit regions with the impact of virtual water, and thirdly the
process that enables these first two processes to take place - namely socio-economic deve-
lopment in the water scarce economies. The Jordan Basin is a laboratory which provides
very strong evidence that the solutions to water sector problems lie outside the watershed.
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