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Abstract

Increasing levels of poverty, food insecurity and degradation of natural resources cur-
rently characterize development in southern Africa, with land and agricultural production
being a particular concern to the majority of the population who are smallholder farmers.
Agroforestry plays a critical role in the development of sustainable farming systems, but
access to technologies is currently limited to only tens of thousands of smallholder farmers
who now use a number of agroforestry options in Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zam-
bia and Zimbabwe. The challenge over the next years is to scale-up this use to hundreds
of thousands of farming families in order that significant impact on people’s livelihoods
can be achieved. The objective of this paper is to review and synthesize scaling-up ap-
proaches that have been used in the region since 1997 and to draw lessons that can guide
efficient scaling-up in the region over the next five years. ICRAF’s goal in southern Africa
is to reach 400.000 farmers with agroforestry by 2006. The effectiveness of a number of
approaches that were used to address the two biggest constraints to wider agroforestry
use, i.e. lack of awareness and grass-root level capacities, are analyzed. Other strategies
used, such as scaling-up agroforestry through partnerships and networking and the direct
implementation of pilot development projects are discussed.

Some generic issues for scaling-up innovations in rural development are distilled from
these experiences and the future challenges are outlined for reaching critical thresholds in
agroforestry use in the region.
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